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Portmoak Community Council 
Notice of Meeting & Community Council 

 Tuesday 9 August 2022, 1930 – 2100hrs 
Online meeting via Zoom  

(request Zoom meeting details via email to Secretary@Portmoak.org) 
 

Draft Minutes 

 

1. Attendance & Apologies: WCllrs NFreshwater, DCuthbert; Cllrs AMiller (Chair), DMorris (Vice-Chair), 

ADavidson (Treasurer), SMcGregor (Secretary), KDonaldson, and 4 Members of the Public 
Apologies: WCllr R Watters; Cllrs SForde, and D Paterson 

2. Comments and Approval of previous Minutes from meeting on 12 July 2022 
No comments. Proposed: KDonaldson, Seconded: ADavidson. Minutes approved. 

3. Matters arising from Previous Minutes:  
Item 1 Kinross-shire Committee – update 
The July22 PCC meeting had generated a number of items which WCllr RWatters had agreed to raise and discuss 
with the other WCllrs. These were 1. The lack of agenda items agreed for discussion at the KC, 2. The 
implementation of the Scotlandwell to Bowhouse 40mph speed limit, and 3. The earlier and more timely 
production of KC meeting minutes which are currently only released 1 week before the next meeting leaving scant 
time to discuss issues with CC members or engage with the Communities they represent. The Chair had no 
significant updates, and asked the WCllrs present for any information they could add. WCllr DCuthbert provided 
an update: WCllr WRobertson was due to present the pre-agenda for the meeting on 18/08/22. The PKC Chief 
Executive Thomas Glen was trying to bring more items forward. There was concern that the KC trial period 
extended only until Jan/Feb22 per the original pilot scheme. There was general agreement that it was difficult to 
achieve anything in one year. WCllr DCuthbert was trying to get pilot scheme extended, as he recognised the 
excellent opportunity the pilot offered.  This was also the recommendation of former WCllr CPurves prior to 
leaving office. PKC were trying to adopt a more consultative approach, and it was difficult to see how this could be 
achieved without structures like the KC. The Chair was encouraged that the KC pilot could possibly be extended. 
He reiterated the desire for issue of distribution of the KC minutes in a timely fashion. WCllr DCuthbert agreed 
that the KC is different from the normal PKC Committees and the WCllrs are looking to make changes to the 
operational procedures for the KC. 
Cllr DMorris agreed the forum was excellent to enable discussions between the 4 WCllrs and all the CCs and 
offered an opportunity to push proposals and suggestions up to PKC. There was general agreement from both 
WCllrs and Cllrs that the KC offered a fantastic opportunity for the Kinross-shire CCs to work together on issues 
that affect all the CC’s locally, and to address these from the bottom up, rather than top down.  
 
Item 2 Road Safety Action Update 
Little progress had been made. PCC had supplied a wish-list to the WCllrs in the Jul22 meeting. WCllr DCuthbert 
had emailed the Road Safety team but had not yet received a response, he defended the PKC Roads team who 
were understood to be under substantial pressure. Response times are currently slow. A new request logging 
system was hoped would provide more visibility on time lines and priorities.  
 
Item 3 Glenlomond sewage, and Water Supply to Glenlomond and Wester Balgedie 
Cllr ADavidson provided an updated: the factor who had recently taken over had really helped the situation and 
was relieving the reliance on local volunteers. There was no update from Scottish Water on FOI requests. A recent 
fire in the Glenlomond vicinity had required the Fire service to cut off road and water supply, but this had 
happened during the night and disruption had been minimal. PCC members agreed to remove this item 3 from the 
agenda, until any substantial update. 
 
Item 4  Scotlandwell to Portmoak Church Path 
Positive feedback on the path routing had been received from members of the Community. A meeting had been 
proposed for all WCllrs and PCC members who were interested to meet to walk path. WCllr DCuthbert had 
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received note on this from WCllr RWatters and this meeting only had to be arranged.  The Chair agreed to 
coordinate this. The Chair highlighted the need to investigate funding opportunities. pavement A member of the 
public had reported a near miss with 2 lorries passing on the stretch of road and mounting the.  This incident had 
highlighted again the narrow nature of the existing footpath and the need to push this project forward. 
 
Item 5: Play facilities at Scotlandwell Green 
WCllr RWatters had previously said upgrade to equipment was likely to happen this financial year, but WCllrs 
present did not have an update and were more inclined to think the upgrade would happen in the next financial 
year.  The Chair requested clarification be sought from Park & Recreation at PKC. 
 
Item 6: Phosphate addition to drinking water within Loch Leven catchment area 
This is an ongoing issue. The Chair had received a communication from HPhillips in the last week, in respect of 
SEPA and Scottish Water, regarding the addition of phosphate at source. The levels seemed to be quite high, 
which was perceived to be affecting the ability of the Loch Leven Court and Queens View sewage system to meet 
the SEPA criteria for compliance. Phosphate addition to drinking water should have a limiting impact on the level 
of building and development as all the waste streams from homes and business ultimately discharge into the loch 
and inevitably contribute to the high inherent contaminant load of phosphate in Loch Leven. WCllr DCuthbert had 
discussed the issue with WCllr RWatters and agreed the situation was absurd. A Climate Committee on PKC are 
currently looking at green issues and RWatters had agreed to take this Item#6 forward for review. It was 
suggested the Item also needs to be discussed at local KC committee. Chair highlighted the problem around the 
licensing for effluent within the Loch Leven Catchment Area. SEPA were historically unaware of Phosphate 
addition by Scottish Water. The Secretary commented in treating all the water for all the users in the catchment 
area, it seemed like a sledgehammer to crack a nut and considerable but avoidable ongoing cost, considering the 
cost of chemicals to do this.  Fiitting of water filters only at affected properties where lead pipes were suspected 
would surely represent a more cost effective solution.  
The Chair asked WCllrs DCuthbert and NFreshwater to monitor the progress of the item and to take discussion 
forward to KC if no traction at the PKC Climate Committee. Cllr DMorris advised of the necessity of having both 
Scottish Water and SEPA representatives present at the PKC Climate Committee and/or KC meeting to discuss the 
issues. DMorris expressed his belief that a fact finding mission should be started to identify full details of what 
pollutants are flowing into Loch Leven and all the sources which are contributing, including agriculture. 
 

4. New Matters arising: nothing additional this month 
5. Reports: 

a. Police Reports: The Secretary had not received a report from the Police in advance of the meeting.   
A member of the public raised the issue of the recent fire at Glenlomond, this had been a fire of straw bales 
and was believed may have been caused intentionally. The fire had caused a significant financial loss to the 
farm of in the region of £20k.  The incident had been reported to the police by Newlands and Pittendriech 
Farms, and a reward had been offered for information.  
 

b. Planning 
(1)  New Applications:    

(a) Ref. No: 22/01223/FLL Erection of porch 
Treetops Main Street Scotlandwell Kinross KY13 9JA 
Last date for Public Comment: Fri 2 Sep 2022 
PCC agreed no Comment 
 
(b) 22/01191/FLL | Erection of 16 dwellinghouses (3 with detached garages, one with detached 
garage/ancillary accommodation), formation of 6 plots for affordable dwellinghouses, formation of 
SUDS pond, landscaping and associated works Open for comment icon 
Land 100 Metres South East Of Cragton Villa Rost Gardens Scotlandwell 
Last date for Public Comment: Wed 24 Aug 2022 
 
The previous Planning application for 22 houses under PKC Planning Ref# 21/00997/FLL had been 
withdrawn not refused. Internal consultee objections to the 21/00997/FLL were considerable. In the 
new application 22/01191/FLL the reports remained essentially the same as they were previously, 
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lacking in any substantive additional information, or providing any tangible resolution to the previous 
original objections, either internal or public.  
 
The Chair outlined the previous objection bases: The design statement is largely unclear. The layout is 
still linear and not in keeping with development within Scotlandwell.  A new access is shown on 
development plan leading to the adjacent field, which suggests intent for further development. Road 
alignment in the north still appears to impact the wayleave of the main Friar Place sewer. Peat Survey 
remains the same as before, even though SEPA objected on previous application. There is still an issue 
with the removal of the peat which is not in alignment with current views on carbon release affecting 
climate change. It is known that there are multiple layers of peat on the H54 site and the Site 
Investigation is considered inadequate.  There is no Peat Management Plan. The Ecological report also 
remains unchanged. The flood study is more substantive and has been updated. 
 
The Affordable Housing payment has been replaced by self-build plots on site. On this item PCC did 
not see how the AH allocation could be Audited and shown to be affordable in terms of public purse. 
At the pre-planning engagement meeting a PKC Officer had advised that PKC will buy the 6 plots (cost 
unknown) and then sell them to interested parties as self-build, but there was no info. on how this 
would be done, whether they would be serviced before sale or not, or if a commercial prices would be 
sought. PKC would be using money from the public purse to buy the plots alleviating the need for the 
Developer to build AH on the site. Effectively PKC would be paying the Developer, instead of the 
Developer meeting their requirements under the PKC policy on Affordable Housing.   
 
The Treasurer flagged that the consultation had taken place before the appointment of new WCllrs. 
The self-build plot pilot had been tried in Maryhill in Glasgow, where one site only had been built 
while the other self build plots have not been actioned, largely because of unaffordability in current 
economic climate.  Given the scale of the self build plot areas, the properties would be substantive 
and it was agreed would be highly unlikely to meet the ‘affordability’ criteria. It was agreed this 
proposed pilot was inappropriate for such an inherently controversial scheme and appeared, at best, 
to be a mechanism to circumvent AH provision by the developer.  
 
Cllr DMorris expressed his opinion that the Developer was wasting everyone’s time by resubmitting a 
unsubstantive application with no real changes addressing the previous objections. The peat removal 
issue was becoming increasingly relevant given the recent high temperatures this Summer and the 
increasing crisis of climate control.  He felt the PCC should submit a very strong objection to the new 
application. He found the suggestion of AH self-build plots a fundamental policy contravention at PKC, 
to allow Developers to ignore their responsibility to build affordable housing on-site. 
The WCllrs were not aware of the pilot self-build AH scheme and wanted to check the details before 
comment. The Chair asked for the WCllrs to identify from the Planning Dept. the exact cost this pilot 
project would cost PKC. 
 
WCllr DCuthbert commented that all objections or additional comments to 22/01191/FLL | Erection of 
16 dwellinghouses would need to be re-submitted by members of the public.  Previous comments  to 
the withdrawn application (21/00997/FLL for 22 houses) will not be carried forward.  
 
ACTION: PCC to submit objection. Secretary to circulate the portal link to subscribers so that comment 
could be made prior to the advised deadline of 24 August 2022. 
 

 
(2) Planning Decisions 

(a) Progress with Developments: Westfield Community Liaison Committee: Cllr KDonaldson gave 
an update: continuing work in construction of silos for building waste plant. Extensive levelling 
and drainage channelling for the future is taking place. The main road into site has been dug 
up. There are still no stop signs at end of road onto C50, though Hargreaves have apparently 
requested signage from PKC to be implemented. 6 months of lorries to-ing and fro-ing 7hrs a 
day. Cllr K Donaldson requested the WCllrs to escalate this. WCllr NFreshwater responded: 
Hargreaves consultants were ready to move but had not had response from PKC Roads. 
ACTION: WCllr NFreshwater to follow up with PKC Roads. 
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18/09/22 next Liaison Committee  
(b) Westfield Paths Feasibility Study: potential Sep22 meeting: Cllr DMorris considered it would 

be useful to complete a feasibility study which if implemented would give good access to and 
from Westfield, and potentially create a circular route around Benarty. £10-20K to produce a 
map and detailed path description. Hope that the Sep meeting would start to move this 
project forward. Cllr DMorris had cycled the South side road during evening commuter time 
and the journey was dangerous and terrifying with high speed and large vehicles passing. 
There was a definite need to create an off-road path for cycling and walking.  

 
 

6. Paths Group update: Paths Group volunteers have been busy over the past few weeks clearing vegetation 

mainly in the network of paths in Stephen’s Field and leading up to the Michael Bruce Way. The Peat Loan from 
Grahamstone track to Portmoak Moss entrance was to be cut on 10/08/22 by Alistair from PKC Community 
Greenspace Team using the flail machine. The Dryside Road path has been recently cleared by a local resident. This 
assistance from local residents is most welcome and very much appreciated. If anyone would like to help the team 
of volunteers keep our paths clear please contact Anne on 07547 457046 

 
7. Treasurer CC Accounts: 

PCC Acount:  balance £384.57.  Account has now been set up at Credit Union.  Treasurer to inform PKC of the 

change in advance of the annual grant 

Michael Bruce Account: balance  £1,523.00   

ACTION: Account papers for transfer of MB Account to Credit Union to be completed by Chair and Secretary and 

returned to Treasurer 

 

8. Ward Councillors’ Reports 
NFreshwater: Westfield Community Fund: quarterly grant funding, includes community groups in Portmoak. 
NFreshwater to follow up. Cllr DMorris commented that the Westfield Community Fund did not originally include 
Portmoak, only Fife CCs. Recent discussions with Hargreaves are now coming into this as they are involved in 
renewables. Cllr DMorris will clarify this availability with Hargreaves. Local Portmoak groups such as the 
Kinnesswood Development Trust could benefit hugely from availability of money from this fund. 
 
DCuthbert: asked for the name of the officers at PKC re: H54 affordable plots. Chair to source and supply this. 
 

9. Matters notified to the Secretary  
1. Notice of upcoming PCC AGM, to be held on 11 October 2022 
2. Closure of Kinross High St. effective from the 19 September 2022 for a period of five days.  
3. Community Capacity and Resilience Fund 2022, Deadline for applications: 31 August 2022 

Funding Program: Community, Capacity and Resilience Fund 2022 (force.com) 
4. PKC Consultation Hub https://consult.pkc.gov.uk/ Secretary wanted to flag this portal which had links to current 

and past Public Consultations and felt this was interesting for members of the public to voice their opinion. 
WCllrs DCuthbert endorsed this new initiative by PKC and also encouraged the public to have a look and make 
their views known.  
 

10. AOB:  
1. Cllr DMorris: raised item for future discussion the introduction of Beavers to Kinross-shire. The Chair endorsed 

diversification of wildlife. Is there any info. on ideal areas and can we get information on this subject and 
whether Loch Leven is a suitable site.  

2. Chair raised item of all the different community organisations and the ongoing requirement of each group for 
volunteer assistance. Could there be more joined up thinking between small adjacent communities? The Chair 
suggested inviting a representative from each organisation to talk about their projects and how local people 
could help. WCllr DCuthbert commented that obtaining volunteers is difficult. Better Place to Live next Mar23. 
A member of the public was a member of Kinross Young Farmers and suggested that they may be able to help 
with projects.  

https://grantmanager.force.com/fundingprograms/s/funding-programme/a113z00000VEuRUAA1/community-capacity-and-resilience-fund-2022?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://consult.pkc.gov.uk/
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3. Cllr KDonaldson flagged the large advertising sign that has been put up along the Causeway, asking if this should 
have been approved through planning. ACTION: Secretary to investigate this item with PKC Planning. 

4. A Member of the Public representing Newlands Farm flagged the repeated instances of crime on the Core Path 
PTMK123 from B919 to Dryside Road. There have been multiple instances of fly tipping, including asbestos, 
damage to farm equipment, thefts, sheep worrying by dogs, and the recent fire which may have been started 
intentionally. The farm asked for support and advice from PCC as there is an impact on Community and Public. 
PCC agreed to raise item at next meeting. ACTION: Secretary to add item to the agenda for discussion at 
September PCC meeting. 

  
11.  Next Meeting: 7.30pm Tuesday, 13 September 2022, Online (to be confirmed) 


